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The Senate and the House—A Com-
parison.

Tar Sun recently made the state-
ment that the present House Is more
controlled by considerations of econ-
omy than is the present S8enate. Some
figures are available for comparisons.
Thus far both houses of Congress
bave passed and the President has
signed four appropriation bills, three
urgent deficlency bills and one defi-
clency bill for the military establish-
ment. Two bills have passed both
houses but are still in conference, and
two more, the Post Office and River
and Harbor bills, have been passed by
the House but have not yet been
acted upon by the Senate.

In all of the six bills upon which
both houses have acted the Senate
bas increased the totals of the House,
with the exception of the deficiency
bill for military establishment, which

~ was hurriedly passed almost without
discussion, for reasons that are gen-
erally known, In the shape In which
it was reported. Whenever the Sen-
ate has had opporiunity to Increase
appropriations it has done so, X

To the House total of the Indian
appropriation bill the Renate added
$8,005,858.78; to the legislative, ex-
ecutive and judicial bill it addea
$508653, and to three urgent defi-
clency bills $1,308,650.81,

That is, with the business of ap-
propriation hardly begun, the Senate
bas added to House totals $4,807.
P88.50; a small sum ns comparisons

_are made in Washington, yet large
enough to be symptomatic. If the
Senate increases House totals in the
many great supply bills yet to be
passed it will add to the expense of
pational government for the vear end-
Ing June 30, 1917, something like
$70,000,000; not a small sum by any
allowuble comparison.

Is Colonel House Disengaged?

Chairman McComass of the Demo-
eratic Nationnl Committee has given
potice that he will not continue in a
hard job. His labors have beenarduous
and the rewards thereof have been
rich—for others, The cousciousness of
tollsome duty diligently done has con-
tented him since the romantic ad-
venture of guiding a Presidential
ambition was undertuken; but the
substantinls have gone elsewhere. An-
other campaign followed by four
years of obligation very frankly ac-
knowledged does not attract,

Mr. Wison will nominate Mr, Mc-
Couss's successor. He should be a
man of resource, of experience, of
ripe knowledge, He should deserve
and enjoy the confidence of the Pres-
fdent. His capucity should he a mat-
ter of nutionwide knowledge. His
political sagacity should be beyond
question. He should be, indeed, a
Presideat maker. How fortunate Is
Mr. WirsoN that he does not have
far to go to put his hand on the man !
Is not Colonel Houvse now in this
ecountry, und hence immediately avall-
able for the task that Mr. MoCouss
has decided to quit?

If Colonel Roosevelt Wanted to Go
to the Front.

Colonel Roosevert suys that in the
event of a war with Germany (or
with Mexico, he might huve added)
his four sons and perhaps both his
sons-in-law would go to the front.
Having pledged these young men Mr.
Roostverr added that he would go
himself. The young men would have
no difticulty in Joining a reglment of
volunteers, as they could ut lenst en-
list. But hus Mr. Rooseverr given
any t*ought to the capuaeity in which
bhe would =erve and the obtaining of
a commission?

Whether Mr. RooskveELT wanted to
ecommaund a regiment or a brigade or
a division, his appolntment would
have to be made by President Winson
with the advice and consent of the
Benate, Mr, Roosevert is nearly 0S8,
and appurently he could not qualify
for a coloneley, becanse the luw of
April 25, 1914, from which the Presi-
dent derives his authority to appoint
civiluns, refers him buck to Sec-
tion 23 of the Dick law of 1003, and
there we find that no Colonel's com-
misslon I8 to Issue to n man over fifty-
five. If Mr. Rooseverr deefled that
his services In Cuba entitled him to
the rank of FBrigadier-Generul or
Major-General us an experienced offi-
cer, the President, If he agreed with
Mr. Roosevert, would huve to find
bis warrant for the uppointment in
some other lnw than that of April
20, 1914, which provides that “ne
officer ahave the grade of Colonel
shall be appointed under the provi-

slons of this wct.”

’ 5"?. President could perhaps find

2, 1800, “An act for Increasing the
efliclency of the army of the United
States,” which authorized the ap-
polntment of one Major-General for
every 12,000 enlisted men and a Brig-
adler-General for every 4,000 enlisted
men. That was the period of the
Philippine war and a large force of
volunteers was with the colors.

As the highly praised volunteer
army law of 1914, on which Section
06 of the Chamberlain bill is based,
snys nothing about the appointment
of general officers for the volunteer
forces, the law of 1800, would seem
to govern In Mr. Rooseverr's case.
President Wrn.son could, in the event
of war, send his name to the Senate,
after consulting the General Staff,
for appointment to the command of
a brigade or a division, or Mr. Wir-
soN might prefer regular army officers
for the high volunteer commands.

The point is that Mr. RooszveLT
would have to look to the President
to get a start In any war as the leader
of a Inrge body of tralned soldliers.

The Narrative of Captaln Greom.

Almost three centuries and a half
after Cenvanrtes fell Into the hands
of Algerine pirates, and, as a captive
of Hassan Pasha, saWw his compan-
lons tortured by the Arabe, a part bf
the crew of the British steamship
Coquet, which was sunk by an Aus-
trinn submarine in the Mediterra-
nean, reached the African coast In
one of the ship's boats, only to be
nttacked by treacherous Bedoulns.
Those sailors not killed or left for
dead were carrled Into eaptivity.

The story is tpld by Captaln An-
~orp C. B. GrooM In a signed state-
ment, every word of which was writ-
ten by himself. In reading this nar-
rative of hardship and perilous ad-
venture and tragedy one Is reminded
of Dreroe's “Captain Singleton,” but
there Is not a page of that fanciful
tale better worth reading than the
British seaman's chronicle of what
befell the Coguet and her crew.

On the morning of January 4, 1018,
Captain Groom was writing in his
cabin when he heard the boom of a
gun. He ran up to the bridge to
take command. On the port quarter
was a submarine, an Austrian. It
fired three shots In all, one across
the bow, one over the bridge and one
under the stern. The engines of the
Coquet were at once stopped, and as
she lost headway the Austrian sig-
nalled “Abandon ship immediately.”
All hands got into two small boats,
Captain Groou taking with him chro-
nometers, sextants and charts. The
Austrians then set time fuse bombs
under 1 and 2 holds. " The Coquet
must have seemed lilke a human
thing to her master, for he says:

“Shortly afterward there were two
explosions, and the ship settled down
by the head. Four or five minutes after
the explosions the Coquet lifted her
stern high in the air, something hit the
whistle lanyard, and with a pitiful
scream the Coquet disappeared.”

The boats had hardly got clear of
the ship when they were found to he
leaking, “and bailing was In full prog-
ress in each boat with two or three
buckets,” According to Grooum, “the
blige planks had most likely been
sprung” alongside the awash deck of
the submarine, the Austrinn comman-
der holding the boats there to ask the
captain “many questions as regards
my Ideas about the progress, ultimate
result, termination, &e., of the war.”
The British skipper told, the Aus-
trian that it “was nothing short of
murder to send thirty-one men away
like that, in the middle of winter too,
so far from land.” The Austrian
laughed at him, said “he would save
the next ship and send her to look
for us,” and finished by taking away
chronometers, sextants and charts, a
set from each bont.

Six days the captain’s boat tossed
upon & rough sea, the men bailing by
furns to keep her afloat; two and a
half bhiscuits and two gills of water
per man per day; and all hands wet
to the s=kin from raln and spray
(never a dry rag on them) and erip-
pled with the cold in ankles, knees
and wrists. A shift was once made
to cnlk the bottom with “bits of
chirt,” but buckets were always going.
In the heaviest wenther a sea anchor
was put over the side, but it was of
little use, Sometimes the sall was
holsted, but generally the men Ia-
bored at the oars as hest they conld
in their weakened state. On the sec-
opd day the first mate's boat was
not to be seen, nor was it seen after-
ward. Just before midnight on the
fifth day the low lying African const
appeared to the south, Landing was
made the next day in a little cove,
the men hardly able to pull an oar
through the water, and the boat
almost swamping twice,

Some bulldings above the surf line
proved to be ruins. No slgn of
life anywhere. Fortunately shellfish
could he plcked up along shore. An
old well yielded stagnant water for
drinking. The second day Captain
GrooM with three men staggered into
the interlor—they could just put one
foot before the other from sheer
wenkness—to find a human bheing.
They were about to give up when a
tull Arab hove In sight. He turned
out to be friendly and proposed to a
Ureek fireman who spoke Arahie that
Captain Grood should go with him
to the nearest town, By that time
the eaptaln was completely done up,
and he sent the Greek fireman and
another fireman who eould speak Ital-
lan. That night the fifteen men on
the beach slept In a cave, feeding a
bip driftwood fire for warmth, Next
morning something happened.

After limpets and ship biscult
everyhody went down to the surf to
look for the rescue hoat, As they
stood agaze bullets bogan to iy
among them, Two Arab boys were

w

sniping from a hill near by.
ran off.

be seen.

. Boon after that the captain from
his hiding place in the trench saw a
small steamboat coming round the
She was sending up a cloud
of black smoke, and at her masthead
The captain

point.

flew the Itallan flag.
then came out of the trench, and

running toward the water's edge he
stumbled over a sallor named Lomp,

who had been “brutally wounded by

both bullet and bayonet,” but was
still alive. Lomp managed to say that
the other ten men had been earried

off by the Bedouins.

The little steamboat had come un-

der forced draught from the fort at
Marsa Susu. She took aboard Geoom,
Lorn, the carpenter, who was dying,
and the bodles of the steward and

the Itallan boy. As the carpenter's

wounds were being washed he died.

At Marsa Susu the Itallan coppman-
Ital-
luns, gave the dead an impressive
Groom and Lomp

der and his soldiers, Arabs an

military funeral.
were tenderly cared for at the fort
hospital.
nothing has heen heard.

Such 18 the story of the Coquet and
her crew set adrift in a heavy sca

and in leaking boats, with a deaf ear
She
was of 4,308 tons, and bound from
Torreviea to Port Sald, a peaceful
trader with not even a rifle for de-
Her case can always bhe cited
as proof that sinking a merchantman
after forcing her crew into boats to
shift for themselves is inhuman as

turned to the captain’s protest.

fence.

well as a wanton disregard of a time
honored principle of

cases like that of the Coquet.

Tavenner's First Ald for Shirkers.

For five years the officers charged
with the management of the Govern-
ment factories known as arsenals
have been endeavoring to get for the

nation an adequate return for the
money expended by the application of

so-called scientific methods, by which
the time reasonably necessary for
completing a job Is ascertained, and
the slothful workers distinguished
from the industrious. Against this ef-
fort to get what the taxpayers pay
for from their employees the power
of union labor has been directed, and
in the army appropriation bill for
this year the Delitrick amendment
prohibited the expenditure of any
money carried by that measure for
bonuses, Inspection, or the like.
This year It Is proposed to extend
the prohibition, and the House Com-
mittee on Labor is about to report
fuvorably a bill introduced by Repre-
sentative Tavexxer of Illinois, whose
district lncludes the Rock Island Ar-
senal, by the terms of which it Is
made a misdemeanor punishabdle by
fine or imprisonment for “any officer,
manager, superintendent, foreman, or
other person having charge of the
work of any employee of the United
States Government to make or cause
to be made with a stop watch or
other time measuring device a time
study of any job of any such em-
ployee between the starting and com-

pletion thereof, or of the movements | history of the incidents that culmi. |

of any such employee while engaged
upon such work.” The bill would also
prohibit bonuses and cash rewards
“except for suggestions resulting in
improvement or economy in the oper-
ation of any Government plant.”

Secretary Baxen of the War De-
partment has protested to the Com-
mittee on Labor agalnst this bill, on
the ground that “it would be a grave
misfortune to the publlc and to the
employees of the Government."” This
is self-evident. But the War Depart-
ment Is not the only one that would
be affected by this legislation, Every
department employs men whose work-
ing habits could be studied with re-
sultant advantage In the elimination
of waste, the correction of bad prac-
tices, and the Increase of production.
A great army of civillan workers,
paid by the taxpayers and engaged
in their service, could be brought to a
higher stage of efficlency by the ap-
plication of methods that do not call
for too great expenditure of energy
and strength, but assure the pl?per
application of effort.

The Tavenner bill, like the Deltrick
amendment, is a measure to protect
shirkers and safeguard laziness. It
I+, designed to make something less
than mediocrity, instead of dillgence
and skill, the standard in Government
factories, and it would have no chance
of an. instant's consideration If the
political power of organized lahor
was not behind it

The Marvellous Sourwoed Stick.

Use of a divining rod for varlous
purposes, locating hidden springs,
gold mines, burled treasures, has an-
tique and modern authority. We have
never seen absolute proof that a witch
hazel fork In the hands of a true be-
llever In its potency will not bend
submissively to the lure of gold. Ge-
ologists, mineralogists, metallurgists
may tip a doubting !ip In scorn, but
even they, an any old gold miner will
tell you, ean see no further into the
ledge than the pick will go,

The use of the rod as a weather
forecaster is, however, a8 new to us
as it ls ioteresting, It is lmportant,

A little later fifteen Bed-
ouins appeared with rifles above a
trench where the unarmed sallors lay
for protection. They began to shoot.
Oné Bedouin took alm at the cap-
tain's head, He ducked. The bullet
went through his shoulder muscles,
and Groou fell back unconscious from
the shock into the trench. When he
recovered his senses he found the
carpenter horribly mutilated but still
alive; the steward was floating face
downward In the wsurf, shot or
drowned ; the little Itallan messroom
boy had been done for; not another
man of the crew of the Coquet was to

Of the Bedoulins' captives

international
law. And there have been many other

too, because upon no less authority
than that of the Hon. WrLLiAM ScHLEY
Howaso of rgia it can be subst®
tuted for the Weathet Bureau at an
.annual saving to the Government of
$1,700,000.

This pleasing information was con-
veyed to the House' recently by Mr.
Howasp in support of his motion* to
strike out of the agricultural appro-
priation bill the puragraph earrying
the sum mentioned for the sustenance
of the Weather Burean. He sald:

“I have been studying the weather
business a long time and have been
watching it We have got a mandown
in Georgia by the name of SNYDER who
{ives in the &etrict of my colleague Mr.
Wiss. This man has been competing
with the Weather Bureau in Atlanta,
Ga, on prognostications. All he has
got in the world that I know anything
about, or anybody else, ls that he goes
inte the woolds and gets a sourwood
stick that has a fork, and ha makea his
prognostications with that forked stick.
The Weather Bureau Is costing §1,700,-
000 & year, and Snrvomr has given
the Weather Bureau in Georgia oards
and spades by his prognostications and
fs away In the lead. Ir. other words, he
hita (t twice where they miss it three
times. ([Laughter.] That is about as
near as anybody can get to it." ‘

Mr. Howanp revenled the fact that
Georgla develops wenther prognosti-
cators with and without the sour-
wood stick. He testified again:

‘“Why, 1 knew an old nigger named
Uncle Linpsay HorToN that my father
owned and who lived with us for thirty
years after the war, and Uncle LINDsAY
could go out and mort of turn his side
to the wind and say, ‘Hit agwine to be
ralnin' befo’ night,’ and 1 would put old
Uncle Linosay, if he were living, up
against Chief MamviN or anybody else
on guessing what the weather is going
to bs. It wma instinct with him, and
that is all ft {8 with thess fellows, and
we are paying $1,777,000 a year for
that."

Mr. Howasp is not a theorist; he
goes Into practical detalls. He gave
«+his concrete plan: Station a Geor-
gian with his sourwood stick In In-
dianapolis, say, and give him this
order:

“When it 18 freesing in Indianapolis
and the wind is blowing from the north-
west, notify Cincinnati it Is going to be
cold. [Applause.] ‘That Is all 1t Is
necessary to do. Is not that plain
enough, and ia it not econombml? Why
do you want to wpend §1,777,000 of the
people's money to perpetuate and In-
crease this thing that we all know s
clairvoyaney T

Mr. Howarp offered to bet “40
centa to a burnt ginger cake" that the
Weather Bureau was wrong on the
very day he spoke. No, member ac-
cepted the bet, but also no member
voted with him to strike out the
paragraph.

Has the Walting Been Watchful?
Senator SumitE of Michigan has
put into concrete form the allegation
frequently repeated since March §
that officials of the United States were

rald on Columbus, N. M, and neg-
lected to take the necessary preecau-
tlons. It I1s now ineonceivable that
this subject should not he thoroughly
ventilated.

Mexican horder is frultful of rumors
and reports, most of them false or so
distorted as to be utterly undepend-
ahle. This fact may explain why in-
sufficient attentlon was pald to a
warning that, as events proved, was
well based. If this Is the case the
authorities should have no difficulty
in making their position clear.

What I8 of importance is that the

nated In the attack on Columbus
should be laid bare and responsibility
for any dereliction that may have
occurred established. The public wants
to know If the walting It has witnessed
has actually been watchful.

It begina to Yook as If throughout
the country WiLLIAM SHAKESPEARE had
carried the primaries by a large ma-
jority over FRANCIA BACON.,

WiLsoN to atrict accountability
he give him a longer shrift than he
vouchsafed to Judge Tarr?

For an open mind Oreece is paving
the cost of an empty treasury.

Readers of The Key, "published oc-
casionally for those in the land of cell-
dom,” under the editorial supervision
of Cuannks G, Foster, the jailer of
Louisville, Ky., learn from the Kaster
number that:

“Preparedness: You are gafer hera
than in Mexico.”

A cheering thought, well calculated
to ease the monotony of a restricted
Ilife, it Indexea the aspirit of The Key
adequately. Mr. FosTeRr's notion Is not
to emphasize in this prison newspaper
those things that each of hia charges
has impressed on him by ‘warder, bolt
and bars every minute of the day, but
to provide a meana of relief from the
oppresaive thoughts that fill the minds
of men shut off from the world. "Het-
ter an egkg Iin peace than an ox In
war,” he tells his subscribers; and bet-
ter, we may belleve, a little fun in
dreary existences than a heaping
measure of advanced penoclogical re-
ports,

Hrother CHARLEY Bryawn, enthusias-
tically rejected by the Democrats of
Nebraska as a candidate for Gov-
ernor, will run for that office aa the
nominee of the FPopulists, hoping to
get enough votes to assure defeat of
the Democratic ticket. Brother CHAR-
LEY shows mighty poor sense in not
going outnide tha family for hia polit-
fcal model.

There in no disposition to deny that

the pursuit of ViLLA In at & standsti)l.
—fan dntonio despaich.

If Pancno ViLa is alive, where can
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Colonel RoosEvELT plaintively assures |
the public that he resisted for & 1on& | . .6 014 excuse from Josephus . pleads | with A possible extra 3 per cent. to the | Honor, Country.”
time the temptation of holding Dr. | jgporance, didn't know that Fiske had | stockholders if earned; all over 6 per | tried

hid | ment in a report ; didn’'t know his paper feent. to go to the Government

army can’'t chase a will o' the wisp. A
late report- has the fugitive at Agua
Chili, 100 miles south of Ojinaga,
which is on the other side of the boun-
dary line from Presidio, Texas. Agua
Chill |s in one of the moat desolate
and trackless reglons of Chihuahua.
But ViLta has been reported in a
dosen other places, as far south as the
State of Durango. No wonder the
purssit is at a standstiil.

Colonel Tumopoms Harpen and the
Hon. WiLLlAM J. LIEBKNECHT are
working as hard In Germany as Edi-
tor MaxiMILIAN RoossverT and Herr
Doktor KArL Bryan are in the United
Btates to embarrass their Govern-
ments.

City men, military experts say, make
better soldiers than rustics do because
they have more experience in late
hours and dancing. Why not make
rural free one-stepping obligatory?

A bomb dropped by an Austrian avi-
aAtor near the person of the Czar of
Russia caused him “entirely to lose his
self-possession.” NicHoLAs s human,
and the story Is from Berlin. Every-
body who just escapes being bombed
loses hia ‘“self-possession,” which I8
euphemistic for being scared “blue.”
According to rumor, WiLLiax 11. has
had an experience or two, and knows
what it is to have his “self-possession”
slip from its moorings.

The pulse of every red blooded man
beat faster when he heard that the
Licentiate VENUSTIANO CARRANEZA, be- !
whiskered and bespectacled as he is,
had knocked out General OsrEaon in
a bout of fisticuffs at the Natlonal
Palace in the city of Mexico; but, alas,
thers seems to have been mothing in
the story.

To the extent of my power T supported
Mr. WiLsoN either by silence or by open
championship, as long as thers was the
remotest chance that in standing by him '
As President | was standing by the
honor and interest of the country.—
Colonel RoosEveLT,

It will be a surprise, even to the
Colonel's friends, to hear that he ever
supported Mr. WiLsox by “open cham-
plonship.” At what times and on what

occasions did Mr. RoosmvELT become
the President's champion?

Atlength he saw his goal approaching.
—From a sketch of the life of Sir CoLin
BCoTT-MONCKIEFY in tAe London Times.

A canny Beot, indeed!

BERIBBON YOUR GLASSES!

Thus Comfort and the Aspect of Wis-
dom May Be Obtalned. .
To THE EDITOR oF THE Sux—Sir: 1

hibited and Examined.

inasmuch as a few montha ago It for-
mulated and sent to commercial or-
ganizations throughout the

do from suc
gent and pro
are as follows:

1. Federal incorporation. This cer-
tainly i desirable.

2. Present Btate charters to be re-
tained and Federal charters added.
This is an astonishing proposition. It
would open another Pandora's box.
The railroads themselves cannot afford
to have compound charters. The cry-
ing need to-day is for rallroads to
have lesa of Btate charters; not to pre-
serve them. The strongest argument
in favor of a Federal charter is to
enable the rallroads to get away from
State regulation and exactions.
this would not happen if at the same
time they retained théir State charters.
We would still have conflict of Sta‘e
regulation with national regulation;
Btate commissions with the Interstate
Commerce Commission; Btate perse-
cution with national helplessness. For
instance, look at the exactions an In-
terstate rallroad now pays to some of
the States to {ssue stock or bonds.
The New Haven cannot even mort-
gnge ita property without the consent
of all of the States through which it
passes., Massachusetts recently held a
Coroner's inquest over the wild and
reckless career of that sama rallroad,
legal under its Connecticut charter,
illegal under its Massachusetts char-
ter. And now it is proposed that that
confusion shall continue. It certainly
is a hydra-headed proposition. 1If the
railroads retain thelr State charters
thg States cannot be deprived of their
right to regulate thelr own creations.
The demand to-day is that railroads
be free from Btate regulation. TIf the
railloads have Federal charters only
this is possible, but |f the State char-
ters arq Also retained it is not pos-
nible.

And there |s another phase of the
matter.
would like to keep all of their State
privileges. But why should they re-
ceive the new and not give up the
old? For forty years they have begged,
bribed and bargained for tax exemp-
tions, special franchises, monopolistic
privileges and all sorts of jug handled
advantages. And now |t Is proposed
that they Kkeep all they have got and
get a Federal franchise besides. Not

a disinterested, intelli-
inent body of men. They

can quite appreciate the feeling of heart
fallure described by your correspondent |
when his own or another's eyeglasses
fall off. 1 had the same sensation until, |
a few years ago, 1 took to wearing a |
ribbon attached to my glasses, Since |
then the ribbon has saved my nerves, as
the glasses have saved my eyes. |

Not s0 many years ago only lrvlnl’
Berlin—or was it Henry Irving? I think |
It was the latter—was supposed to wear |
glasses with a ribbon, but nowadays the |
practice is so common that it calls for |
no comment except east of Madison ave-. |
nue and west of Broadway and on|
Montague street In Brooklyn.

It is & curious fact and worthy of note |
that the manner in which the ribbon is
worn makes a vast difference in the ap-
pearance of the wearer. Because of this
{difference the wearer pf the glasses rib-
bon has a Hsort of protean equipment.
| With the ribbon behind his eat he looks
‘neat and businessiike; with the ribbon |

at all. This Is too good an opportunity
to solve this rallroad problem once
for all.

Philadelphia i»s wrong. No man can
serve two masters.

3. State regulation to be prohibited
as to railroads having Federal char-

The Phlladelphia Bourse Plan Ex-

To Tk Eprron or Tue Sun—8ir: The
Philadelphia Bourse was chartered
twenty-five years ago. Within the
spacious halls of its stately bullding
are gathered the exchanges of the
great city. It represents the business
intelligence of Philadelphia, and hence

United
States ten propositions relative to the
rallroad problem they are deserving
of high consideration, coming as they

But

Of course all the railroads

E IN COURT.

If Bacon Could Take the Stand His
Testimony Would Be Rejocted.

To ™ Epiton or Tue SBun—=8ir: So
Judge Tuthill has decided the ‘‘Bacon-
Shakespeare” controversy In favor of
Bacon after profound consideration of
all the evidence. In Myera vs. Chicago,
&c. (R. Co. 95 Fed. Rep. 408, 414, 37 C.
C. A 137), Judge Caldwell, who had
served nearly thirty-five years on the
bench of the United States District and
Cireuit Courts for the Eighth Circuit,
sald (the Italias are mine) :

The constitutional mode of ascertaining
the sense of reasonable men on disputed
questions of fact In common law actions
I= by the verdict of twelve jurymen, and
not by the opinions of the Judges. It was
because the people knew the Judges roere
poor judges of the facts that they com-
mitted thelr decisions to & jury, and every
day's experience confirms the wisdom of
their action,

Speaking for the United States Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals Judge Shelby
said:

Tha bench once accounted for familiar
physical and mental conditions by witch-
craft, and that, too, at the expense of the
lives of Innocent men and women. In
that day It was sald from the bench that
10 deny the existence of witcheraft was to
deny the Cjristian religion. Juriesa would
have done pelter.

By the wgy, in the Massachuselts
witcheraft eplsode the juries recovered
from their delusion quicker than the
Judges ; see 2 Elliott, the New England
History, chapter 3.

In Dironi va. Corrigan (47 N. J. Eq.
135, 20 Atl. Rep, 218), a case in equity
tried by a New Jersey Vice-Chancellor,
the defendant, A Roman Catholic priest,
testified that he had paid the g-ompllm-
ant, an old woman parishioner, §1,000
in bills for certain real estate, The
complainant absolutely denied the pay-
ment. There was some other evidence
bearing upon that lssue of fact, The
Vice-Chancellor considered the testi-
mony at great length and declared the
priest & liar. On the same testimony
the case was taken to the Court of Er-
rors and Appeals, which decided in short
order that the priest had not committed
perjury, that his story bore all the
marks of truth, and that the testimony
of the complainant was glaringly false.
(Corrigan vs. Pironi, 48 N. J. Eq. 607,
22 Atl. Rep. 8556.)

In a divorce case the same Vices
Chancellor wrote an opinion which cov-
ers thirty-seven pages of the repdrt, and
upon an exhaustive review of the testi-
mony adjudged the wife guilty of adul-
tery and granted her husband a divoree,
( Brown ve, Hrown, 62 N. J. Eq. 29, 49
Atl. Rep, 580) ©On appeal to the Court
of Errors and Appeals the same evidences
was examined and discussed, the decree
of the Viece-Chancellor was reversed,
and the wife's name saved from dis-
honor. *“Her reputation under the proofs
stands without a stain or bhlemish upon
it" was the unanimous opinion of the
fifteen Judges (63 N. J. Eq. 3458, &0
Atl. Rep. 60%,)

We have much authentie information
of Bacon's political, literary and other
activities during the period when the
Shakespeare works appeared, and we
know
could not make a day yield more than
twenty-four houra or a week more than
seven days. If Bacon were to return
to earth and testify that he wrote the
Shakespeare =sonnets and playvs he could
not be believed: for the testimony of a
witness to that which i= physically im-
poesible must he rejected as not in ac-

ters. This is right, but, as stated|cordance with the truth of the matter,
above, how is it possible if State char-|even if not contradicted by the direct
ters are retained? testimony of any other witness. (1" 8
4,566 7.8 9 Now comes a be- | ¥® FOSt. 128 Fed Rep. 953, 054)
wildering multiplication of district CHantxs C, Moons.

commissiona; a mixture oY business
men, railroad men and lawyers; ap-
peals on "questions of principle”; the

Interstate Commerce Commission to |
be a grand court of appeals, sitting |
“twice a vear for thirty days; duplica- |
come- |

tion of machinery without end:
mission on commission;
doubt;

doubt
Pelion on Ossa. Already

on

Norturonr, 1. 1, April 22

THEODORE AND THE COUN-
TRY.
Western Presidential Ideals Are De-
seribed In Terms of Roosevelt,
| To THE EpiTor oF TuE BuNn—8ir: With

i hanging down he at once takes on @ | PAVE forty-six State commissions, one  vour State that Mr. Barnes is planning

learned and diminguished alr and his

]du not understand, or asking for credit, '
{or serving on the jury, 1 always wear |
| my ribbon down. $
i The wearing of the ribbon hanging
Idun'n Is not without its drawbacks, At
Inrnr it tickles you and makes you want

!
It must be remembered that thp:.!'.'h:',‘,“"‘ 08 the Signt sids °":°'i',{n:.'|;°.

too  when the wind
| athwart your face it has a way of get-
Etms In your mouth and interfering with |
| Your conversation ;
| At first when partaking of a highball
T had to put the ribbon up behind my
ear, and for that reason wore it 8o most |
‘of thé time, but now I can drink any- |
[t!ung. except water and milk, without |
'regard to the ribbon and even mlhou!l
|my glasses for that matter.
: If the ribbon is free to fly about eare
| must be used when smoking a cigar |
jonce burned off A ribbon in a second |
when it chanced to light on the burning
end of a cigar, At first the beginner
y will find that he often will eatch the
:rlhlmn on the buttons on his right coat
inln-\-e. Then his glasses will be jerked
{off, and he will lose his dignity and his
temper at the same time, to the Yunholy
Joy of those who chance to see him.
Notwithstanding all these disadvan-
tages | have pointed out, 1 believe the
man who once wears a glasses rihbon
will continue to do mso, except perhaps !
he buys a pair of those go-oalled library
glasses and goes about looking like Hor- |
ace Walpole. TP
New York, April 24.

|

! Josephus Ignorans.
| To e Eprmor or THe Sus-

S

Tha

wis carrying the Allies' advertisement
If he only knew that he knew too hu!e"
"about human nature to pose as the
| greatest moral uplifter of the venrur,\l
| what & boon it would be to the future |
(of Mr. Wilkon, President of the United
States, who, llke Atlax, I8 trembling ;md|

| struggling under the load of his erst- | by n Federal rallroad board, hm-.vm,:.‘jtm' man who shall lead us to a glorious
Ij-ll!‘-]lr‘ control would not contest with 1 vietory

while friend from the Carolinas’

How like the Joseph of old is this|
modern Josephus! What trouble he of |
"the vaviegated ralment precipitated |
wherever he happened to be, from the
first to the last, How he became so ob-
noxlous to the brothers that they could
no longer abide him and his ego! They
sent him about his business, and peace
again settled down upon them. Not so
among those to whom the “dreamer”
travelled. Thers discord followed the |
favorite son, but he lost his coat In the
struggle as he fled.

Tell me, ara they all alike, thess Jo-
sephuses? Isn't it about time we dig
a pit? HaMmiLTon MiLva.

Jersey Crry, April 24.

The City Farmer in Vesey Street,
1 hata to stroll In Vessy street
When April's In the alr.
1 Aud 1t hard to drag my fest
Adown the long parterre.
Where every plant and fower that blows
Halutes mine eyes and eke my nose. ‘

1 sea the cabbage and tha beet,
The lettues, radish, leek,
The crocus and alyssum sweet
With parsiey cheek by cheek,
While to the ponderous tomato
The rose plays modest obbligato.

A miracle it almost seems,
That In the stony street

Flora should pour abundant streams;
Thus art and naturs meest,

Tt shows how dificulties fade

With modern horticulture's ald.

We greet with tolaration bland
That chiidhood legend hoary
Of Frein and her mugle wand,
And say, a llkely story.
No siranger than in paths sfets
Blow buds amd blooms in Vesey streat!

Mavnion Moams.

his tray] be ttr:en The

Iﬂl\l‘

Interstate Commerce Commission,

forewarned of ViLLA'S contemplated | hose is accentuated. When | am lodk- | thousands of contests, tens of thou- !
Ing at pictures or listening to music I sands of lawyers, witnesses, experts

and investigators; anarchy broken
loose. For Heaven's sake, have we not
commissions enough already? Do yon

[\\'unl more quack doctors and quack !

medicines? Sage of Chelsea; ghost of
| Smelfungus, “glass crackers, fire balls,
|flaming serpents, sleeping gun powder, |

burning dust flashing up sky high on |

a sudden, haels over head In a torrent
of roaring debris Infinite owlery
Filoundering stupidity at the top of
the worid Unintelligible pipe clav
and dreary continent of sand and ¢in-
ders" Nt enough'

10. Limitatioms on
merce (C‘ommisgion. The more gmita-
tiona the better But Dbetter still,
eliminate the cawse of the controver-
mies,
{s the irresponsible rallroad director-
ates, which do not represent the stock-
holders or the hondholders or the pub-
lie. They represent themselves or are
mere “dummies™ for Wall Etreet. 1f
the public, through a Federal rallroad
hoard, controlled the appointment of
railroad directors the Inferstate Com-
merce Commission would have Rttle
to do. And a Federal charter can
bring about that very thing. Federal
incorporation s an excellent thing,
but with it there should come direc-
tors named by a Federal rallroad
board; prohibition of State resula-
tion: 3 per cent. on the capital stock
to be guaranteed by the Government,

Interstate Com-

The

| railroad stockholders do not elect rail-

road directors anyway. They
their proxies to the

Limitations on the Interstate Com-
merce Commission would be automatic
if the railroad directors were named

merely

itse’f,  The proposed act of Congress
which you published last week would
accomplish all this

Meantime all credit to Philadelphia.
It is organizing a comprehensive dis-
cussion, while New York gorges itself
on trade, with no thought for the
MOrrow except money, CIVITAS,

New Yorx, April 24,

Two False Reports,

To Tue Epitor or Tur SunN —Sir: 1
have heard from a reporter through an
acquaintance that the New York news-
papers have agreed to make no mention
of the “War Against War" exhibit in
Brooklyn by name.

I have heard elsewheres that most of
the New York papers declined to puh-
liah the peace advertisement of Henry |
| Ford, which appeared in one paper as |
| a full page appeal on or about April 12,

Such rumors always disturb me he-
cause I think they tend to drive think.
ing people to pupport the socialistie
propaganda, and 1 no more approve of
gocialism than do you.

Would you therefore be good enough
to write me Yyour categorical denial of
both these points, so I can assure my
friends that the rumors are false,

EpwarD THOMAS,

New York, April 24,

Bo far as Tue 8uN I8 concerned hoth
assertions are unfounded In faoct.

ve Mann's Responaibliily for
the “"White Slave” Act.

To Tae Epiton orF Tum Ron——Rir; You
should know that tha Mann “whits slave
act” was not drawn by Mr. Mann, also
that the blll was Intreduced by him ‘“'hy
request.' Jonun L Mosmma

BavriMons, Md., April 3.

4

The cause of the controversies |

insiders, !

to disturb the peace and tranquillity we
anticipate and so much desire at our
1ext national convention Ralph E.
| Willlams of Oregon sent a warning from
the West when he said we must have a
square deal We smust play our cards
fair. Everything in connection with the
coming national convention must te done
in the open. This is just what the men
of the West demand, and ary man who
will try to disrupt the convention for a
selfish purpose is not a true American
but is like the salt that has lost its
| savor. He should go over to the camp
of the enemy.
| Our Democratic friends are using
levery means to' sell our country, for a
mess of pottage. Why 18 it every Dem-
ocrat out here goes wild at the name
of Roosevelt? Simply because they fear
him  Tley know he is capable of put-
ting up a fight that no other man can.
They alse know that he can gather the
clans from the valley and glen. They
can almeady hear the pibroch sounding.
They take kindly to Justice Hughes
and swallow the brilliant Root, but ralse
their hands In holy horror at the name
of Roosevelt, one of the greatest Ameri-
can statesmen since the days of Wash-
Ington, Lincoln and McKinley; the man
we want to lead us safely through the
troubled waters, made rough and tem-
pestuous by an unsgkilled workman who
has caused thousands of Americans to
| blusy with shame, caused the flag for
| which so many fought and bled to be
itlh—'hpnur--d and humiliated,
want it restored to honor and
| glory, and we want the standard bearer
to be Theadore Roosevelt,
| The West is erying for a leader whose
| #oul is filled with high and lofty ideals,
on whose « banner s inseribed  “Duty,
A man that |s true and
No untried man need apply, This
[ 1% no time to experiment,
|

| ha

We In the West must have & man that
8 shown a sincere love of country, has
cherished it In hi= heart and ustrated it
in hi= life, a man well equipped to battle
| with new condit'ons and problems which
| are sure to confront us, i

I Such are the requirements we want in

J. C. Hamrren,

! ExperLaN, N. D, April 22

| - .
| WOMAN, GOD BLESS HER!

Ih'lu- Supplles the Deficlencies of Na-.
ture on a Gray Day.

To THE Epitror oF Tue Svx-—8ir: Na-
ture is not entitled to ane bit of eredit
n these parts for making Easter a day
of lights, shades, colors and flowering
faney | it wus woman,

l She was an iridescent dream of
beanty that blossomed everywhere and
| mude us forget the leaden skies and {m-
properly draped nature.

Who eares for the sun and his fleet.
g shadows if he can see a vision of
Inspired light and beauty draped in the

Ihllh: of a happy sky; little boots that
don’t tell whera they end and the stock-
ings start, and a dress as ethereal as if
some Inspired wave had enveloped her;
with a little round hat as blues as all the
rest, except a facing of baby rose, and
with a vell just fastened around the

crown and hanging fetchingly over the

| shoulder?

| ‘that woman i1s now able to turn the

dull gray sky Into a vaulted hall of

brightness, make happy shadows of
beauty peep from every nook and corner,
will be A great blessing to man. She
muy make him happy.
James. D, Dewkrl, Jr,
New Haven, Conn., April 24.

Is “Yelping” an American Characteristic ?

To e Epitor or Thr Sun—~8ir Was
Kipling right or was he wrong v'hen he
wrote:

“Ortheris, being nelther & menia! nor
an American, hut a free man, had no ex-
cuse for yelping'?

Tnan Rew's readera knaw the rast

Cranies Pavi. Macum.

Monniarown, N. J., Aprll 24

that he was a finite being, who

ATLANTIC-PACIFIC
SHIPS NEARLY GONE

Only 10 Per Cent. Left fp
Trade as the Result of
Changed Conditions,

TOLD AT RATE HEARING

ABMINGTON, ADPTIl 24 Ricamehip
A\l doing about 90 per cent, of 1wa
water transportation business Lelwesy
the Atlantic and Pacific, both easthound
and weatbound, have withelrawn fram
this business as the result of largs capn.
ings to be made in the Sou'h American
and the transatlantic trade, due to the
European war and also as the resylt of
the closing of the Panama Canal |y
September last. This fact was hrogghy
before the Interstate Commerce Commm-
slon to-day.

The commission is giving a liearing
vpon a petition filed by the Spokune Mer.
chants Association and the Railroad
Commission of Nevada for a reopening
of the so-called transcontinental rate
casen. In these cases the conunission,
after an Investigation extending over
period of years, estublshesd a sisten of
rates on A large number of commoditien
which allowed lower rates to 1'sjon
coast points than to Spokane, Heno and
other interior cities adjacent the
Pacific coast, the commission justifving
the rates on the ground that the carriery
had to meet water competitio

Now the interior cltiem are urging a
reestablishment of the rates, decla g
that the diversion of the steninships
the transcontinental business Yo 1he
Panama Canal has removed water com.
petition.

H. K. D. Jackson, general i
the American-Hawalian Steam
pany, and H. B, Hamilton, geo
ager and secrelary of the Lo
Steamship Company, were (he witieaw
before the commission to-day (0 toe e
ceedlngs, These companies hndh
per cent. of the business.

Mr. Jackson testified that the Suers
can-Hawallan Steamship Compan s
of twenty-six vessels wete forna
the transcontinentunl traffic thooug
canal, but had been withdrawn |
1o accept Bouth Amercan and

to

fromm

atlantic busineas which yie!ded far lurger
returns. .
He sald ome of the boats Lad ariers
that would run for as long as tw
years and others of less duvation

Jackson also testifled that the |
States Steel Comporation hedd
several of the boats for ternns
than a year. He said this
facts led him to believe that the
conditions would last for at least |

Mr. Hamilton testified thar hos
pany owned eight boats and had seve
buildjng and that the bouats in ¢om
mission, like those jof the America
Hawatian Line, had all the business 1 e
could attend to for some time to come
He corroborated a statement made
Mr. Jackson that the closing of the
Panama Canal was only partly respo
sible for the vessels being dive 1
the transcontinental traffic, the e
rates to be obia ned in other traft o Le
ing the chiel reason

arierea
o more
]

TIE ON THE BRANDEIS CASE.

We | deep regret I learn from the press of |

nomination of Louis D. Brandeis o be
| Associate Justice of the United =tile
Bupreme Court was agaln defer.

fday by the Senate Judiciary Co tice

 Judiciary Committee Seema Evenly

Divided—Action Delerred.

WasHiNaTON, April 24.—Action o1 1 e

Friends of Mr. Hrandes are beg
to feel some doubt over his co
tion. Impatience was plainly ma fested

by Administration Senators o
failure to report

The alignment disclosed in the ome
millee discuszion showed the con o
evenly d.vided on the question of A

Iing a4 favorable report. A tie vole w
make a favorable report fmpogsibi
Democrat, Senator Shields of Ter

formerly Chief Justlee of the =~
Court of Tennessee, 12 op |
Brandeis. Smith of teorgls

Senator
gave every ndication that -
vote for confirmation. The full o
tee on Judiclary has had the re s
the sub-committee on the case !
visement for more than a month

FOR P. 0. AIR ROUTE BIDS.

Massachusetts Route and Seven In
Alaska Attract Offers,

WABHINGTON, April 24 -The Pon
Office Department has recelved assur
ances that many competitive bods wl
be made In response o its nvtat
proposals for carrying the ma
aeroplane on eight routes, one n 1.
chusetts over land and se. .00 aw
New Bedford and Nantucker ard seve

over mountains in Alaska

Bids are to be opened orn Moy 12
The purpose in asking bods {0
mail service 1a to reach a pract
tion of exlsting difficulties and u s 0
tific development of postal
tion,

MOSQUITO TALKS THIS WEEK

Paplla te Get SO0,000 Pamphlete—
Dralnage Contruct lLer,
Cultures taken lust woein of

larvee are to be exiiluted oo
lic and parochial scnool in tha «
week,

These cultures have boon o
the vicinity of Jamaica [}
object of the exhilution ts 1
children that no mosquitoes nre

cept In stagnant walter (8}
barrels and other recopa
spongible for the propuasa
insect. In connection witi tie
lessons that the llealt)
sending to children more t
pamphlets written by 1)
Bolduan are to be distriiuied
will explain how eas |y
tion will go far to do
nuisance

The resylt of bidding for the
to drain the muarshes of
was that the Healtn
nounced yesterday thot
the price made by It M| v
R. Simpson of 170 [lroadwan

JUSTICE CROPSEY BARS I'RILLS

Ancends

aw

No Speechea When v
Hench=—Slts Withaont tawn

Dispensing with judicial
the usual welcoming spe
District Attorney Jaries ¢
Brooklyn began work
Supreme Court Justios
first case was a suit for
by the parents of six-voa
Morris of 1650 FEigh
against the Nassau | |
Company, & subsidiuary of the I |1

Presiding Justice Almet 1707 :
the Appellate Division we
new Justice and sat with Yo
hour, Thers wera muany lawio 4
laymen present. Cine mi!
prondsed to be a speoch, b
Croprey checkead him witt
that thera was mich wol
Fven flawars were harrod |
sey leaving In chambers t
sent to him.

it
v




